HISTORICAL EPOCHS  ACCORDING  TO MARX
infantry in 1806, when the close ranks proved an excellent
target for the French, who fought in extended order;
and after the battle of Jena they had to be replaced by
more modern regulations. The process is exactly the
same in economic production. There is no mystical
" development of the productive forces" ; they are
discovered, tried, put to use, and whenever people dis-
cover new forces or new methods of employing the old,
and expect better results and higher profits from the
new ways, they will try to introduce them, whereas other
people whose interests are different or who are unable
to see the advantages of the new methods, will oppose
them. That is all. Everybody knew this; and only
by the abstract form which Marx gave it, the mysterious
formula declaring that the " development of the pro-
ductive forces " and the *' transformation of the con-
ditions of production into fetters of these forces " were
at the root of all historical revolutions, struck people as
something extremely intelligent and new. In fact, high-
sounding abstract words were put in lieu of the simple
and concrete; in the same way that a man might speak
of an " apparatus to ward off the precipitations of the
atmosphere " meaning an umbrella. The formulation,
however, was not only euphuistic, but one-sided and
in so far misleading. To Marx's theory of history
one might, with a slight change, apply a saying of
Lessing's : " This theory contains new and true state-
ments ; but those statements which are true are not
usually new, and those wfeich are new are not usually
true ".
The development described above is sometimes a
slow one and sometimes accelerated; whereas some
races, and evea whole continents, seem to be IB a state
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